
Cross Pollinating Arabidopsis

For the   
Ovule Donor:

Choose a 
flower that 
hasn’t fully 

opened

For the                        
Pollen Donor:

Choose an 
opened flower
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Remove & 
discard stamens 

from early 
flower

Stamens are used 
for the next step 

on next page

Mark with 
thread

Stigma



Cross Pollinating Arabidopsis (continued)

Flower 
Chosen to be 
Ovule Donor

If the flower 
is pollinated, it 

will start 
growing into a 
silique within 

a few days.
Wait for the silique 
to dry down before 

harvesting seeds 
(about 1 week)

Cross pollinate by dabbing the 
anthers of your pollen donor on the 
stigma of your ovule donor. Repeat 
for many flowers. Success rates for 

beginners are 1/10.


